. s mvens - ]

i - March 31, 1938 Kenansville - Duplin Times

Our Yesterds

A brief account of the life of Dr, WILLIAM HOUSTON, of
Sarecta, Duphp County, appeared in this column on April 1, 19-
37. It was wr3ttcn purposcly to show that some historinns have
left & wrong impression of Dr. Houston, Since that time it has
been fou‘n'd that Dr, Houston's name was ably defended in an ad-
dress dcnvcr:ed by J 0. Cair, Esq., of Wilmington, hefore the
North Carolina Society of Colonial Dames, at Old Brunswick,
severel yeans ape. M sHoRe of DI, Sowsion I sapstantially the
following words:

“One hundred and fifty years have cla i

) d 0 ; psed since the Hous-
tgu episode, m}d 1_t 1s not too carly to begin to do justice to the
{ch;m; }xor will it detract from the heroism of the patriots of

1Y, who were Inspired by a rvighteous indieunti i
every form of oppression, d : tndignntion ugainst

.‘By f careful, dis_crin_)innting reading of all the subject-mpt-
ter at our coml’l_mnd, 1t will be easily seen that the indignation of
L Zl:e pcop‘lie of 1765 was not divected against Houston, nor against

e ; X S
{.. sta);n;mtla:,ct of his, but against tle prmciple of the Britsn
' In order to get a compreliensive view of Hou
g . comp > ston as
it is necessary to cousider him before 1765 and after nls"_gsx'nan
_ ; Wllhmn__][Oﬂ;tOﬂ did.jot live in Wilmington nor in Bruns-
- vgxck, bx.xt resided in Dn.pli Uity on the Novtheast River, ahout
. Bixty wiles north of Wilmington in a direct line. He wus’nn as-
§ sociate of Henry McCulloch in his attempt to colonize North Car-

oling, and was one of ile original secttlers wh i
) _ s o came’ to this-
Commumity some time hetween 1737 and 1748, This locality twlnli

then}; pn;'t of the county of New Ilanover,
e ouston was a man of unusual ahilit 3 5
‘an “honorable gentleman.” By profession ]1}; ‘:Jlnds :‘Vnssm;lz?)\:nmf;s
apqtllecnry: A tradition, too well founded in the conmunity in
- Which he lived to be seviously disputed, at Jeast forms the Dasis

for a well-established belicf that royal blood flowed in his vcix.m
The Ge)}erul Assembly of 1749 and 1750 established the count“
of Duplin and St. Gabricl's parish, and William Houston Wﬁi
. named as a member of the vestry of that parish., rrom 1951 t
. 1761, inclusive, he wns g member of e General A i

: . i voeanly e
- Duplin County, and following that date was g justiccl of lt;:::l

b
b

those days the office of Jnstic
g considerable importance,
" -).Vk;hcn he was f\p]u)i]ﬂ(\:l stamp agent for (he port of Rruns.
llfz -.,t.m was vesiding on Ius'fnrm'in Duplin Connty, ou a hipy
- clevation on the Novtheast River, a n place known as “Sornete™

e of the peace was g position of

e

~ aly on which was built the ancient Tewm

'. as b > anci ple of Appollo.

1 ! On Fhe 19th of pctohex', 1765, after hie had been appointed
s fm}p ggealt-alld notice of such appointment had reached Lrumns-
wick divect from England, Houston was hanged in effigy in (e

: formc.d of his having several times expressed himself pmeh in fa.

- -vor of the stamp duty"—and it is pussible that he houestly favor.

. ed such a tax, but there is no rvidence that he favored it witliont
., the prople’s consent, l

i

bt

v, ble met in Wilmington and placed an elfigy in a eoffin pid mov-
7 ¢d uuder the beat of drums to the churchyard—no doubt St,

¢+ ter fecling its pulse, decided that Libexrty still survived, and no
- New Bern and at Fayetteville about the same time,
; During all of these cxhibitions of patriotism, Dr, Houston

now known as “Sarceta,” and he afterwards protested that he
had not solicited and did not even know of his appointwent as
stamp agent at the time of such demonstrations. It was not until
. Saturday, the 16th day of November, nearly a month after his

.

- first hanging and demise, that Dr, Houston canme to town, where

. DPeace, along with othey leading citizens of his eonntys anad fn

I —so called, no doubt, from the mountrin by that nawme in It.

town of Wilmington, the only renson griven for such action being
that the severnl hundred eitizens who participated were jne.

Agnin, on the 31st of October, 1765, a large number of peo-

r,' James’ Church—where the interment was to take place; but af-

. .burial took place. Also, Dr. Houston was hanged in effigy at *

© was pursuing his duties as surgeon and apothecary at “Sorncte”,
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had not solicited and did not even know of his appointment us

+. first hanging and demise, that Dr, Houston came to town, where
.three hundred people, with drums beating and flngs flying. pro-
. ceeded to his lodging place and inguired whether he intended to

¢d them that he ‘‘should be sorry to exccute any office disagree-

+. faith voluutfarily sigued the famous promise, which was done of
his own free will and accord; and lic was not cven rcquired to
take an oath, as has been generally believed. If this promise lind
-+ been signed under force or duress, he wonld hardly have been
given an ovation; but after he had indicated his sentiments on
this matter there was a love fenst and he was put in an avu-

his lodging place. .

$ A careful and discriminating reading of the entire story

must convince the thinking man that instcad of a riot and a

l lynching in the city when Dr, Houston came to town, there was

something in the nature of a banquet in his honor, on the dis-

covery by the people that the sentiments of the man sclected by

the Crown to scll stminps were in harmony with theirs; and no

« doubt Dr, Houston enjoyed the cats and drinks as much as any

one, though the drought in those days avound “Soracte™ was
doubtles not as marked as it is today.

The episode in Wilmington did not in any way affect tle

" standing of Dr. Houston in his own county, where he was

~- highly honored and respceted by his fellow-citizens. In 1768
T e was appointed n justice of the peace in Duplin County, and

likewise again in 1771, In 1777 he was chairmnan of the “Court
Martial” in Duplin County, whose dutics were to huut down
Tories and deserters and to bring to justice Americans who
.- were not faithfu] to our cause; and together with James Kenan
and Joscph Dickson, whose names were synonymous with patriot-
f, ism in that community, he.acted in this capacity, and as chaiy-
man of the commission. He coutinued to serve his county in pub-
lic positions, and as late a8 4 was appointed a justice of the
peace by Alexander Martin, in which capacity he served for some
time thereafter. The time of his death or the place of his burial
can' not be stated with certainty, but it is thoupght
' khat he was buried in-the community in which he lived. His des-
cendants to this day have exhibited the same elements of brilli-
anoy and patriotism secn in Dr, Houston.”

=1

2 Dr, Houston's wife was Ann Jones, danghter of "Squire Grif-
fith Jones of Bladen County, Their children weve as follows:
(1) WILLIAM HOUSTON, Jr., born about 1740, He was a survey-
or for Henry McCulloch who owned a Targe amount of land in
Duplin County, About the year 1767 he located in Wilmington
and euntered the mercantile business, There is a traditicn in {be
family that he was shot and killed in Wilmington when a young
man and his body brought to " Duplin County for burial, (2)
+ EDWARD HOUSTON, lived and died in Duplin  Conuty. is
wife was Mary Miller, daughter’ of Margnret (McCulloch) and
Captain George Miller, Their children weve as follows: (n)
Henry Houston, Jr. (b) Rebecen, Honston, married Willinms,
(c) Winifred Houston, Apparently others. (3) GRIFFITH
HOUSTON, lived and died in" Duplin County. His wife's name
was Ann Martha (Patsy) but ler full maiden name cannat
i now be given, Their clildien weie: (4) Willinm dlabhiad

v

e m— —————

Houston, mavvied Waohitha Snuth, dawebing af  Frederyk and
o Winifeed Swiihe (b IZoiy Nouwston, marred Johm Maxwell,
&.son of Willinm and Elizahetlh Maxwell, (¢) Elizabeth Honstou,
- married Zacliens Smith, son of Frederviek and Winified Sipith,

lt_' (d) Penclope  Houstou. (e) ilwney  Tinuston. (4) Lkdny
!

HOUSTON, marrled Sarnh Miller, dougliter of Movparet (Me-
_ Culloch) and Captain Ceovpe Miller, Their © ehildven  were:
" (n) Major Georpe E, NMoustrn, married Tobitha Willinms. (b)
$1 William Houston, mairied Chelly Willinms, (c) Stephen Jious-
< ton, (d) lancy Houston. (¢) Jane Honston. (1) Mwry Jicuston,
(g) Surah Howston. (h) Istsey ilowston. (i) IMugaret Hous-
ton. (j) Posaibly Henvy Houston who nuirried May Williaws,
(8) A DAUGHTER. mmvied Captain Willinm Hubhad who
rx was an ondstinnding Awerican pafitot during the fevolulionmy

War,

——

s e i RS - . .
now known as “Sarccta,” aud he afterwards protested that he -

_ stamp agent at the time of such demoustrations. It was not until
. Saturday, the 16th day of November, nearly a month after his -

execute the office of stnmp agent. Without hesitation he inform-

able to the people of the province'; and as an exhibition of gnod

chair and carried around the couvthouse and around one of the .
" chief squarcs of the city of Wilmington and finally put down at’
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